Important election-year facts about Pennsylvania’s economy
from The State of Working Pennsylvania 2004

THE NUMBER OF JOBS IN PA IS DOWN

Pennsylvania’s job market has still not recovered from the last recession. In July
2004 Pennsylvania had 81,300, or 1.4%, fewer jobs than when the recession began in March of
2001.

Pennsylvania’s manufacturing employment crisis continues. In July 2004 the state
had 151,600 fewer manufacturing jobs than when the recession started, a 17.9% percent loss.

Job creation is slow. Since March 2001 the state is 181,000 short of the number of jobs
needed to keep pace with growth of Pennsylvania’s working-age population. The state’s job

creation performance after the 2001 recession is the fourth worst since World War II.

WAGES ARE DOWN

For most workers wages are down. Wages are down for every group except white women
and African American men. After climbing steadily in the second half of the 1990s, men’s wages
dropped from $15.67 in 2001 to $15.21 in 2003. Women still make $3.05 an hour less than
men.

Manufacturing wages decline. The average wage of production workers in Pennsylvania
manufacturing was lower in July 2004 than in any of the three previous years. At $15.08, it is
about a dollar lower that the national production worker wage of $16.05.

POVERTY IS UP, HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE IS DOWN

The number of Pennsylvanians without health insurance has grown. In 2003, the
last year for which data are available, 1.38 million Pennsylvanians did not have health insurance,
a 40 percent increase since 1999.

Poverty in Pennsylvania increased substantially in the last year, especially for
children. The share of children in poverty increased from 11.6 to 15.5 from 2000 to 2003, a
jump of one third. From 2002 to 2003, the share of children in poverty increased from 13.8
percent to 15.5 percent. The share of adults in poverty increased from 8.5 percent to 10.5 percent
between 2000 and 2003.

For more important election-year facts about Pennsylvania’s economy visit the

Web site for the Keystone Research Center’s annual check-up on the health of
Pennsylvania’s economy:

www.stateofworkingpa.org



THE NUMBER OF JOBS IN PA IS DOWN
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Employment Is Still Below What It Was in March 2001

Employment in the United States and Pennsylvania, March 2001 to July 2004 (100 = Employment at recession start)
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Note: Recession dating from National Bureau of Economic Research.
Source: KRC analysis of CES data. The State of Working Pennsylvania 2004 - www.stateofworkingpa.org.

The most recent recession is one of only two since World War II in which employment
was not higher 32 months into an economic expansion than at the beginning of the
previous recession.
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While PA Manufacturing Employment
Was Stable Between 1993 & 2000, It Plunged After 2000

Pennsylvania Manufacturing Employment, 1990-2003 (in thousands, seasonally adjusted)
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Source: KRC analysis of CES data.
The State of Working Pennsylvania 2004 - www.stateofworkingpa.org.
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WAGES ARE DOWN

Men's Median Hourly Wages in Pennsylvania,
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HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE IS DOWN

The number of people
without health insurance
in Pennsylvania jumped
by 395,000 between 1999
and 2003 (the last year for
which data are available).

The Keystone Research Center
412 N Third Street

Harrisburg PA 17101

717-255-7181 « www.keystoneresearch.org
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Men’s wages in
Pennsylvania, after
recovering in the sec-
ond half of the 1990s,
fell again from 2001 to
2003.

Number of Persons in Pennsylvania
without Health Insurance, 1999 & 2003
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